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Early Forms of Local Government

The earliest form of local government
began after the arrival of the Anglo-
Normans in the 12t century. These
were borough corporations, granted
to certain cities and towns, generally
by royal charter. From 1828 onwards,

Page from County Longford Grand
Jury Book, 1759
(Longford County Archives)
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Early Forms of Local Government

Grand Juries

Local government at county . . » Dyt 24 4 ”"— ‘,é B,
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and cou nty gaols. Extract from Wicklow Borough Corporation Book, 1662 (Wicklow County Archives) A ‘grotesque’ (a rat emerging from a man’s mouth) from the
Dublin City Treasurer’s Accounts, 1540-1613 (Dublin City Library and Archive)
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Early Forms of Local Government

Poor Law Guardians

Boards of poor law guardians

Assizes, 18

. (o oot L
were established under the I a7 N
Poor Relief (Ireland) Act 1838. R AR bl R R
Lireeu \-l.-.n.l dl-v-t e pfle Cloe
There were eventually 163 5 : i
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poor law unions based around

market towns throughout o Rl 3.l “d
Ireland. They were responsible Rl e SN e ol

for the operation of the system
that included the workhouses
and other relief work. Some
guardians were elected by rate-
payers, making the system partly
democratic. Significantly, women
could serve as guardians from
1896.
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Last Grand Jury of Donegal, 1899 (Donegal County Archives) The last resolutions passed by County Kerry Grand
Jury in the spring of 1899 (Kerry County Archives)
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The Local Government (Ireland) Act 1898

P2 AFR 1G99

The Local Government (Ireland)
Act 1898 completely changed
local government. It created
three new forms of local
authority: county councils,
rural district councils and

urban district councils. The

law established democratic
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The first members of Galway County Council, with others, 1899 (Galway County Council Archives) zﬁ: e @% % A
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taking over the administrative
functions previously exercised
by the grand juries.

Resolutions passed by Wicklow County Council at its
first meeting, 22 April 1899 (Wicklow County Archives)
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The Local Government (Ireland) Act 1898

The Right to Vote

A revolutionary aspect of the new system
was that it created a broader franchise.
Men over 21 years who were householders,
or who rented a portion of a house, valued
at a minimum of £10 per year, could vote,
as could women over 30 years of age

who met the same criteria. Women could
also contest both rural and urban district
council seats. The average annual wages for
agricultural labour in Ireland at the time was
only £25, so most people could not vote.

Initially the Irish Parliamentary Party

was sceptical about the new legislation,
seeing it as part of the British policy of
‘killing Home Rule with kindness’, yet
nationalists benefitted from it. Many future
parliamentary politicians served as local
councillors and built up valuable experience
and support networks as a result.
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140 Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1893.
#0300 (e) an elector shall not at the same election vote for
Pant 1L the members, whether district councillors or guar-

- dians, of a board of guardians for a union in more
i than one district electoral division in that union.

istrict—

25.—(1.) The district council of every rural d

(@) may choose from persons qualified to be council-
lors of the district not more than three persons,
who shall be additional councillors during the term
of office of the council by whom the choice is made ;
and

(b) may annually choose a chairman, and if they think
fit a vice-chairman, from among the councillors.

(2.) The first business of the council after any triennial

election shall be the consideration of the question of
‘hoosing additional councillors.

(3) A person so chosen by a district council from
outside their body as additional councillor shall be a
member of the council, and also of the board of guar-
dians of the union comprising the district. »

(4.) Nothing in this section shall alter tl‘.u~ power of
guardians to choose their chairman and vice-chawman.

titution of  26.—(1.) Where an urban or rural county district in

. any county contains a population, a rding to the last

' purlvlishcd census for the time being, ex ,cerin_g ﬁﬂ'e thot_t-
sand, the chairman of the council for the district shall,
unless a woman or personally disqualified by any Act,
but subject as hereafter provided by this Act, be during
the term of and by virtue of his office a justice of the
peace for the county, but, except when sitting in quarter
or general sessions, shall act only within the petty ses-
sional district or districts comprising the county district,
or any part of the county rlistrict._

(2.) The chairman of the council of any urban county
district who is not a justice of the peace under the fore-
going provisions of this section, and a]sq the c:ha}rman
of the commissioners of any town, shall, if not a woman
or personally disqualified by any Act, but sul.!}ect as here-
after provided by this Act, .. a justice of ti.e peace in

61 & 62 Viet., ¢. 37 141
like manner as if he had been appointed- by the Lord A.D0, 1898,
Chancellor under section twenty-nine of the Towns Im-

PanT IL.

provement (Ireland) Act, 1854.

(3.} A chairman before acting as justice under this
section shall, if he has not already done so, t the oaths
required by law to be taken by a justice of the peace. 7

(4.) The power of the Lord Chancellor under section
twenty-nine of the Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act,
1854, to select a commissioner to act as justice of the
peace shall cease. )

(5.) This section shall apply to a borough not having
a separate commission of the peace with the substitution
of mayor for chairman, but shall not apply to any other
borough.

Powers of Distriet Councils and Guardians.

27.—(1.) Subject to the prm'lsimm of this Act there T
shall be transferred—

(@) to the district council of every county district, the bus
business of any baronial presentment sessions so far ™
as respects their district; and

(b) to the district council of every urban county dis-
trict, so far as respects their district, the business of
the grand jury of the county in relation to public
works, the expense of the maintenance of which is
not wholly or partly leviable off the county at large ;

but the said transfer shall only operate so far as the
business is not already the business of the district council.

roads,

(2.) A county council shall not without the consent of
the Local Government Board, approve of any expenditure
on roads proposed by the council of any rural district,
which will cause the expenditure on the roads of the dis-
trict to exceed by one-fourth the amount certified by that
Board to have been the average expenditure thereon
during the three years next before the passing of this
Act, and the Board may as respects each council consent
either for a particular road or a particular year, or
generally, and in the latter case may fix a new limit under
this section.

Extract from the Local Government (Ireland) Act 1898 (Longford County Library and Archives)
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Local Elections

The first elections to the county
councils and rural district councils
took place on 6 April 1899. Most
county councils met for the first time
on 22 April of that year. Nationalist
candidates won about 75% of the
county council seats. Local elections
were required to be held every three
years, changing to every five years in
1953. However, there were several
postponements through the years.

Proportional representation was
introduced for the 1920 local
elections, with the expectation that
it would dilute Sinn Féin support.
However, achieving widespread
electoral success, the party took
control of 27 of the 33 county
councils. At the same time, Unionists
consolidated their control in north-
eastern areas.
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Local Elections

KENNY'S P.R. FRAMES FOR RETURNING OFFICERS' TABLES CORK MUNIGIPAL ELECTIONS,

JARNUARY, 1820,

MADE OF SELECTED TIMBER, HIGHLY FINISHED AND VARNISHED,

Reform " me-H(_)_LDEHS DX Mo SBUE CARDS. Men of Rebel Cork, remember those who died

to save our land

i Neath the Flag of Pearse and Connolly, prepare
In 1935, the franchise was reformed 2 s L
h Il d 21
whnen all men and women over Has the blood of Irish Martyr’s for your sake
t d th . ht t t One compartment Useful been shed in vain
y€ars were grante erig 0 VOte, houldhe f‘"" office Will the name of good old Rebel Cork be e'er
without any qualification. e st disgraced again ? -~ ‘
each Candidat ot reqived Will ym]l shahmel t]hu Iri.uh Nation, Ireland’s
i tricolour haul down :
In 1999, the electorate approved a whose votes are Gl:éun Like tue dirty Corporation wh)y brought
referendum providing constitutional to be purposes. “sqaith o it (G
ATe the murders ol rnte  Maxwell, cowaraly
i Wiy £ b5 Are tl lers of brute Maxwell Al
recognition of local government and et Colthurst’s ali forgot ? ;
Aoty & inches deep Or George Crosbie's famous pleeard “only two

guaranteeing elections at intervals of s b more to be shot”

five years. are shown in wide. Those false creatures you elected, never voiced
; 10 inches from the least protest

illusiration, 7 ) o . 1

front to back. When tie fiends incarnate murdered, Ireland’s

bravest, and her best

laY

@ All election’s were suspended, for our British
tyrants knew

That our people were disgusted with the rotten
For each Section of 8ix Compartments . £2:8:0 servile crew
Carriage aind Pocking Extra, . ;
st b Now the time has come to deal with a!l the foul
and loathsome pack
They hae clung to office too long, give the

. . . . rhole ds let the sack g
Advertisement for tables for returning officers, 1920 local elections (Donegal County Archives) s S

Sinn Féin leaflet used in 1920 municipal elections in
Cork City (Liam de Réiste Papers, Cork City and County
Archives)
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Elected Members

Members of local authorities have
been elected in increasingly democratic
elections since 1898. A major step in
this direction took place in 1911 when
women became eligible for election to
County Councils. In 1920 the current
electoral system of proportional
representation was first introduced in
Ireland for local elections.

Changes and reforms have been
introduced over the decades since

the foundation of the State in 1922.
Reforms include, in 2003, the abolition
of the ‘dual mandate’ which meant that
members of the Oireachtas could no
longer hold Council seats. The 2014
Local Government Reform Act reduced
the number of local authorities from
114 to 31, and the number of council
members from 1627 to 949.
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Frances Condell, Lord Mayor of Limerick, with President John F. Kennedy, 1963
(Limerick Archives)

The members of Longford County Council listed
in the minutes of the first meeting, 22 April 1899
(Longford County Archives)
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Map of County Waterford Rural Districts, 1950s (Waterford City and County Archives)
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The members of Tipperary North Riding County
Council at its first meeting, 22 April 1899 (Tipperary
County Archives)
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Women in Local Government

Women over 30 years old, who were householders
or who rented a portion of a house, valued at

a minimum of £10 per year could vote in local
elections under the 1898 Act and could stand for
district councils. In 1899, 31 women were elected
to rural district councils and 4 to urban district
councils. It was not until 1918 that women could
vote in national elections.

The earliest woman elected to Dublin City Council

was the artist and suffragist, Sarah Cecilia Harrison
in 1912. Also in 1912, Dr Mary Strangman, another
activist, was elected to Waterford Corporation.

In the early years, some of the women elected

to local authorities were members of Cumann na
mBan and passionate campaigners. Lady Albinia
Broderick, the first woman elected to Kerry County
Council in 1920, was a republican and radical. One
of the longest serving female prisoners of the 1916
period, Ellen Ryan from Tomcoole, Taghmon was
the first woman elected to Wexford County Council
in 1928. Caitlin Bean Ui Chléirigh, widow of Tom
Clarke (executed leader of the 1916 Rising) became
the first female Lord Mayor of Dublin in 1939.

Sarah Cecilia Harrison, ‘Self Portrait’ (Reg. no.
1604, collection & © Hugh Lane Gallery, Dublin)
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The Honourable Albinia Broderick at the
1923 general election count in Tralee (The
Kerryman Photographic Archive, Kerry County
Archives)

Ellen Ryan, member of
Wexford County Council,
1928-54 (The Martin Ryan
(Taghmon) Collection, Wexford
County Archive)




Women in Local Government

Encouraging Participation

In recent years, a number of Government-supported
initiatives have aimed to increase the numbers of
women and diverse candidates participating in local
government.

The Local Government (Maternity Protection and
Other Measures for Members of Local Authorities)
Act 2022 introduced maternity leave for councillors
and also provided a choice to elected members to
appoint an individual as a temporary substitute in their
place while on maternity leave. In 2023, an additional
administrative support allowance was introduced for
councillors who avail of maternity leave.

Funding is offered to local authorities, political parties
and stakeholder groups for activities which encourage
the participation of women and diverse candidates

at local level. This funding has supported extensive
training and capacity-building for candidates, as well
as initiatives such as party Diversity Officers, annual

women'’s conferences and mentoring programmes. Six previous Lord Mayors of Dublin are pictured standing in front of a portrait Nothing for their Panes - Votes for Women
. . f Caitlin Bean Ui Chléirigh (Kathleen Clarke) - the first female Lord Mayor (Dublin City Council Library and Archive)
Support is also offered to local and regional-level °
PP , & of Dublin (1939-42). The painting by Gareth Reid, was unveiled in September
women's caucuses. 2022 and now hangs in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Dublin.

Left to right: Emer Costello; Hazel Chu; Caroline Conroy; Mary Freehill;
Carmencita Hederman; Alison Gilliland. (Dublin City Council)
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Borough and District Councils
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Many towns in Ireland were
administered by a borough
council or corporation,
which dealt with sanitation,
lighting, roads and public
amenities. There were also
five royal boroughs: Dublin,
Cork, Galway, Limerick

and Waterford. These had
corporations that were
granted under royal charters.
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Charter granted by King Charles | to Waterford Corporation, 26 May 1626 Resolutions refusing to co-operate with the British
(Waterford City and County Archives) government passed by Dungarvan Rural District Council,
13 July 1920 (Waterford City and County Archives)
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Borough and District Councils

Drogheda Corporation c. 1900 (Louth County Archives)
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Changes

The Municipal Corporations (Ireland) Act
1840 dissolved 58 corporations and 38
boroughs. The Towns Improvement (Ireland)
Act 1854 introduced town commissions
with expanded responsibilities for sanitation
and other improvements. The Public Health
(Ireland) Act, 1878 gave the poor law unions
and town commissions the status of sanitary
authorities.

The 1898 Act sought to rationalise the
system of local government. Rural district
councils were established and included towns
that did not have urban sanitary authorities.
Some town commissions became urban
district councils. Further rationalisation was
introduced under the Local Government Act,
1925 which abolished rural district councils.
The most recent reforms came in 2014

with the abolition of Town Councils and the
implementation of the Municipal District
structure.
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Letter from the First World War poet Francis
Ledwidge when on the Navan Rural District
Council to James Quigley, County Surveyor,
Meath County Council, detailing road inspections
and improvements c. 1914 (Courtesy of the
Ledwidge Museum)




Administration and Finance

Following the 1899 elections, county R .Y
councils’ monthly meetings were, for the o B
first time, held in public, providing a firm 2 ‘V

basis for democracy. The new councils
were financed by means of rates levied
equally across all parts of the county, a fair
determination which helped to gain support
for the new system of local government.

Administration was needed to implement
the council’s decisions, and paid officials
were recruited for this purpose. For
instance, by 1900 Galway County Council
had 21 paid officers - all men - headed by
the county secretary and including a sheriff
and sub-sheriff; 8 surveyors; 4 coroners; 4
clerks; and 2 solicitors. As local authorities
evolved over the years and acquired more
functions, additional staff were recruited;
the 1963 Planning Act created a need for
planners for example.

Sir Henry Campbell, Town Clerk of Dublin, 1893-1920.
He is mentioned in James Joyce's Ulysses. (Dublin City

Archives)
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CLARE COUNTY COUNCIL.

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS of Finance Comlttee at meeting
held on Monday, 1l6th Mereh 1936.

No, of Members on Committee - - 38
Do. present - - - 18
Michael MacNehon Esq., Ohairman.

From The Dopartment of Local Government and Public Health (Roads).

stating that a Orant of £13,568 has been provisionally
allocated for the upkeep of Main Roads in the County for the
year 1636/57 which sum represents 40 per cent of £33,921 the
smount which sppears to have been passed by the Council for the
upkesp of Maln Roads,
Noted.

. From The Department of lLocal Government snd Public Health (Roeds)

Stating thet 1t having been brought to the notice of the
¥inlster that membera of County Survey Staffs at times carry in
their motor cars explosives from meogazines to quarries, inguiry
was made a8 to the insurance position in the event of a motor
accident involving an explosion. It appears that so fer as
injury to third parties 1s concerned, policles should sover
garriage of goods and then 1t 1s a question 4f injurles to person
or property arising out of an explosion would be covered,
sapecially if carrying of explosives was not disclosed to the
Insurance Company. If the practice obtalns, you should bring
this elrcular to the notice of the Council snd the individual
Burveyors with a view to steps being taken to ensure that risks
involved are adequately covered.

Resolved - That the system at present existing in the

County be not altered, 1.6, the Council will undertake the
insurance themsslves.

m The County Surveyor.

Stating that acting on the invitatlon of the Local Government
Department (Roads), he attended the Public Works Roads and
Tranaport Congreas in London from the 18th to the 23rd November
1935, inclusive; he submitted a Report thereon,

Resolved - Repart to be forwarded & al
e E 0 Looal Government

The Department of Loocal Government and Public Health,

Referring to previous correspondence, snd stating that the

ster sanotions the issue by the Council of an advance of £100
er trz::ﬂsxlmu Dralil:d.mfa Aggulaltian Acts to Mary and John

ng! n respect of a house situated at Eno roagh.
1lyveughan, ARG G
Noted and sureties approved of.

Extract from the minutes of the Finance Committee,
Clare County Council, 18 March 1936. Note the reference
to explosives being carried by staff in their cars! (Clare
County Archives)




Administration and Finance

Administration in both city and county councils was consolidated
under the City and County Management Acts, 1929-40, leading to a
defined partnership between elected councillors and officials.

FORM 11 3
oo oo Dt of

LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL

COUNTY AT LaARGE

PROFPOSAL COMMITTEE, 1st AUGUST, 1902

Pages from a schedule of payments made by Longford County Council, 1902 Management and staff of Donegal County Council, 1960s (Donegal County Archives)
(Longford County Library and Archive)
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Roads, Housing, Motoring and Emergency Services

A primary function of county councils
has been to build and maintain

roads and associated infrastructure,
such as piers and bridges. They also
provide street lighting, road safety
measures and the winter road gritting
programme, together with a range of
related ancillary services.

Ireland’s first motorway-standard
road, the M7 Naas bypass, was
opened on 4 October 1983 by the
Tanaiste, Dick Spring, T.D., Minister
for the Environment. Designed in-
house by Kildare County Council
staff, the M7 Naas bypass motorway
consisted of 12 kilometres of dual
carriageway and five major bridges.
The design took account of noise and
landscape impact assessments, a first
in terms of environmental assessment
for large road schemes in Ireland.
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Road workers at Ballygar, Co. Galway, c. 1940
(Galway County Council Archives)

M7 Naas Bypass, Liam Kenny Collection,
(Kildare County Archives and Local Studies)

Rucky Hill, Dundalk - Carrickmacross Road improvement scheme, 1938 (Louth County Archives)
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Roads, Housing, Motoring and Emergency Services

Laws enacted between 1868 and

1890 provided for the construction PROPOSED LLABOURERS COTTAGE
of local authority housing. It was FOR e
originally the responsibility of RURAL DISTRICT OF CLONMEL No. 1.

borough councils and poor law
guardians. Later, rural district
councils and after them, county
councils, took on the design,
construction and maintenance

of social houses. Councils also
administer a range of government
schemes providing mortgages, e ELEVATION END ELEVATION

loans, grants and financial

assistance to those with a variety Plans for a labourer’s cottage in Clonmel Rural District (Tipperary County Archives) Building local authority housing in Dundalk, 1950
(Louth County Archives)

]
{1

of complex housing requirements.

Since legislation in 1940, local
authorities have provided
essential fire-fighting, fire

safety, fire prevention, building
control and emergency services.
Services range from dealing with
simple chimney fires to major
environmental disasters.

Thomas Brannigan with
Merryweather fire engine,
Dundalk, 1930s (Louth County
Archives)
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Environment and Planning

Widespread disease led to the
introduction of the Public Health
(Ireland) Act 1878. It aimed to improve
living conditions, sanitation and water
quality and required enormous effort
from local authorities in the early years.
These services have evolved into the
sanitary and environmental services
which we take for granted today.

Activities evolved from addressing
water supply, sewerage, infectious
diseases, nuisances, overcrowded
houses and burial grounds to eventually
include functions relating to monitoring
water quality, water conservation,
pollution control, waste management,
recycling, beaches and water safety.
Since 2014 the provision and
maintenance of public water and waste
water services have been transferred to
the national water utility, Uisce Eireann.
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ANG WALLS FOR PUMPS.

SCALE IINCH TO 4FEET.

Blueprint for Aughrim pump, 1947
(Galway County Council Archives)

Local Government Archivists and Records Managers

Drawing of part of
Arthurstown Main
Drainage Scheme,
Co. Wexford, 1979
(Wexford County
Archive)

in association with the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

Dundalk water treatment plant at Cavan Hill, Cavan,
Co. Louth, 1990 (Louth County Archives)



Environment and Planning

CITY OF CORK TOWN PLANNING REPORT MAP A

SKETCH MAP SHOWING PROPOSED URBAN AREA
PRINCIPAL ROADS, OPEN SPACES, ¥ GREEN PBELT

allow Read X 2 Miles

While several planning measures existed under the

Public Health Acts and Housing Acts, the 1934 Town and
Regional Planning Act was the first legislation dedicated
solely to planning. Not considered a success, it was
eventually replaced by the Planning and Development Act
1963 and again by the Planning and Development Acts
and Regulations 2000-2018. Planning has evolved from
the early concerns of locating houses on busy roads to
regulating complex and sustainable developments.

KEY To NOTATION
CREEN BELT nenaann
MAIN EXISTING ROADS wemms

NEW =
PUBLIC OPEN SPACES 35T
PRIVATE = "
OPEN RESERVATIONS
DENSITY ZONES
5= . ot b |[MUNISIPAL Housing MH.
24 Miles e NEIGRBourroop cenTres (0)

FIANNING ReBERTION, MTEL FELE A, MRLAL
1O, PACLAN ROAD, BUBLIN. MAY, 1941

____? Miles

e

MAP A. General Sketch Map.

Cork City town planning report, 1941 (Cork City and County Archives)
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Environment and Planning T =

— PLAN OF NEW HOUSES —
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| BR’QUGHTON STREET DUNDALK

Building Faughart reservoir, Dundalk, ca 1900 (Louth County Archives)
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Plans for new houses in Dundalk, 1896 (Louth County Archives)
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Community, Enterprise, Cultural Services and Recreation

Cultural Services and
Recreation

Local authorities provide a range of
cultural services. Initially, public libraries
were established under legislation of
1855. The post of Arts Officer was
created in 1985. Heritage Officers,
first appointed in 1999, promote all
aspects of heritage within their areas.
Most local archives services have been
established since it became mandatory
for local authorities to ensure the
proper preservation and management
of their archives under the Local
Government Act 1994. In more recent
years the cultural offering of local
authorities has increased enormously,
including the very successful Decade of
Centenaries programme and Cruinniu
na nOg, a national day of free creativity
for children and young people led by
Creative Ireland.

Rialtas na hEireann
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The Carnegie Library, Din Laoghaire
(Local Studies and Archives, dIr Lexicon)

Local Government Archivists and Records Managers
in association with the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

09

e Y R T S i N
Yo gusetos sportos 53 & o fortitompet bn vony
bty b Poibboe; Ohinrey AeCmriie Gt
s ot o
A oty Covnting, farhomtarty,
Cordomsdsts Conedioss, At Lok Cadiats B,
bfake g Ba ekt aechi—e,, Wsre are
Grroathy ot o0 e ks mrctore
radrns Amadar & Gt By Pud ol
Rt Mftoss clleniipeiguidin Cocurss op e
Byericoy i panicinie  &r vbg g & s
frestre ate adir Conn Orchien, dhonw &
Mww&m?pww,
B botomy, sy bouiin Loat
i, ot L M, i
HBoi 0w recods and Lok dokes Ha
Q.MWC}V&@e%W
Aorto, & cort s o fgy accumitotos o
m«a;&;tu@a%;&ws
D K Ko fo o 0ol ey
og  rar vete Lon b daw, (S
b ot bd & recom Has ey o Lagy
b abaal W Grees Vi dme aete for
R diopociats fAdel, Hraghoonns

Extract from the minute book of Galway County
Library Committee, 26 July 1941, emphasising
the importance of preserving local archives
(Galway County Council Archives)

Lexicon Library, Din Laoghaire
(Local Studies and Archives, dir Lexicon)




Community, Enterprise, Cultural Services and Recreation

Aeornd g

Each council has a number of departments G Gt e o & o™ 54
that contribute significantly to addressing =N _‘w i S e
cultural activities across the country. Arts,
heritage, libraries, archives, museums and
more recently, excellent public programmes
in biodiversity and climate action, all
contribute to the well-being of residents
and citizens. These services support
quality access, participation, learning and
innovation through collaboration and
strategic partnership at local, regional

and international levels. In addition to St John's Park, Waterford City, late 1960s & Items from the collection of Gunner James Fitzhenry, New Ross, County
embedded cultural services, many councils (Waterford Cit;/ and County Arc’hives) Wexford, who served in World War | (Wexford County Archive)

also develop projects around community
engagement through various “culture
companies”, entities that specialise in
community engagement and inclusive,
creative programmes of work.

lrsodal do- Lommomid & yom 44

Local authorities also manage public parks,
swimming pools, playgrounds and other
amenities and use these spaces to hold
regular fun events for people of all ages

and abilities.
Marianne O’Kane Boal gives a creative writing workshop in Bundoran Leanbh art workshop in schools, Louth Creative
Library, for the children’s festival of Cruinnit na nOg, 23 June 2018. Ireland, 2018 (Louth County Council)
(Courtesy of Christina Irwin)
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Community, Enterprise, Cultural Services and Recreation

Economic Development

In addition to these cultural offerings,
local authorities play a key role in
supporting local economic development
- a role which has expanded
significantly since the 1960s. County
Development Teams were created,
initially covering all or parts of 13
counties, mostly in the west, and later
spreading countrywide.

In the late 1990s, Better Local
Government - A Programme for Change
led to a radical overhaul of structures,
including the establishment of
Community and Enterprise directorates
within local authorities. Under the
Local Government Reform Act 2014,
county enterprise boards were replaced
by local enterprise offices within local
authorities.

Rialtas na hEireann
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Installation of footbridge at Tuam Road, Headford. 2018 Ballyvoile Viaduct on the Waterford Greenway,
(Galway County Council) (Waterford City and County Archives)

Local Government Archivists and Records Managers
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Clare County Council officials and
members of Feakle Community Council
at the opening of Feakle Digital Hub
2018. It offers affordable office
facilities and high-speed broadband.
(Clare County Council)



Community, Enterprise, Cultural Services and Recreation

Community
Initiatives

Local authorities actively
facilitate community and
voluntary bodies through
Public Participation

Networks. e R 0 A
Members of Longford Comhairle na nOg who Clare County Council workers get on with
Programmes such as Peace participated in the commemorative weekend in spring planting (Clare County Council)

IV and Int q In 1985 the loan of a portrait of W.B. Yeats by his father,
o é‘m . T Gl Rl lle John Butler Yeats was returned to the Irish Naval Service.
initiatives of the European (Sligo County Council Archives)

Union designed to support
peace and reconciliation.
Various services within local
authorities, particularly in
border counties, have been
involved in such EU-funded
projects for over 20 years.

Longford, 23-24 April 2016. They represented the
local participants in the Easter Rising. (Longford -
County Council) y

Creative Spark’s
Community Tapestry
Project, Louth Creative
Ireland, 2018 (Louth
County Council)

Reminiscence session in a railway carriage at |
Donegal Railway Museum for the Bealtaine
Festival, 2018 (Donegal County Council)
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The Irish Language and Local Government

As public bodies, local authorities
are committed to serving their
communities through the Irish
language.

Since 1937 the Irish language _‘/?:ZN;;
has been recognised under the Vaseiving 42 Gt
Constitution as the national and U
first official language of Ireland. The B
primary objective of the Official
Languages Act 2003 was to ensure
the improved provision of public
services through the Irish language
and was amended by the Official
Languages (Amendment) Act 2021.
This aims to enable Irish speakers

to interact with their public services
with ease, through objectives such as
ensuring that 20% of recruits to the
public sector are competent in the
Irish language by 2030.

Excerpt, minutes of the first meeting of Waterford County
Council, 22 April 1899 (Waterford City and County Archives)

T T : X Cheathrt Rua library host an Irish Writers'’

Author Cathal Pértéir being interviewed by Dénal O fCentrIe‘P::egrlne Read‘lng i}/ent'\\//IVItlér’Ciladl:ng
Cnaimhsi in Gaoth Dobhair Community Library 21/02/2024 i) Ut [E1T S WilEel Lo D eECEl el )
(image: Denis McGeady) novelist and playwright Darach O Scolai, Statue of Padraic O Conaire, Irish language writer
November 2012. (Galway County Council) and Galway native (Courtesy of Galway City Museum)
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The Irish Language and Local Government

Many local authorities now employ lIrish
Officers, or Irish Language Development
Officers, who ensure their respective
organisations comply with obligations under
the 2003 Act, as amended.

IPB Pride of Place judges’ visit Inis Mér (Inishmore Island),
' Co. Galway, prior to the community winning in the Island and
&, Costal Communities category 2015. (Galway County Council)

A number of local authorities have deeply-
embedded Gaeltacht regions and provide
extensive services through Irish.

Across the local authority network, there are

a range of services fully available through BT R I gl A il o

Irish and English if requested, which include ) o ;

for example motc?r tax Serv.lcesj r.oad safer 4 é qu - { g F MElanty gy, Minutes for the Gaeltachta

promotional services, housing liaison services S reasai o ‘, ' Conuiny ey " Sub-committee, 1971-1979

in Gaeltacht regions, and library services in eamate S T e trtaci (GCCA CDT/15-17), of the

certain places. Other services are partiall o § 5 s, vuss) S eagestre T8 Galway County Development
c > o . P . Y SR e ety S5 = Team. (Galway County Council)

available bilingually, these include for instance 5. KA peacntbt i 4

public counter services in Corporate Services, ; g notesie® 00 -

Planning, Housing and Roads. Brochures, : 3
information leaflets and applications forms =P b,

- "
ol
=

and websites are available bilingually. All ot samnetns 9
local authorities are required to accept B . g ' ot gata s= o \
correspondence in either Irish or English. ' oadd 3 PO naotslenh ©
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